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Where to 
Northern 


By JACK GIBSON 


Because of the interest shown 
at the last meeting in where to 
railfan while on vacation in Nor- 
thern California, the following 
list of places has been compiled. 
While in most instances “follow- 
ing the rails” will lead to the lo- 
cation of locomotives, there are 
facilities that are best visited 
with a pass. Passes will be is- 
company offices by 
merely stating your request. 

Schedules and frequency of op- 
eration on all railroads are gov- 
erned by a dispatcher, and all 
roads, no matter how small, at 
least have someone doubling as 
dispatcher. Many times he can be 
of assistance in giving best loca- 
tions for photographs along the 
line that can be reached by auto. 

For the betterment of the hob- 
by and for the enjoyment of those 
that may follow you, outlandish 
requests and activities should be 


Railfan in 
California 


curbed. Above all, while visiting 
any railroad, remember that safe- 
ty first pays off. 

The following is written as a 
hypothetical tour of Northern 
California but, of course, the in- 
formation is valuable to anyone 
visiting in any of the locales. 

Just to start somewhere, let’s 
take off to Oakdale where the 
Sierra Railroad keeps a locomo- 
tive over night and on week ends. 
It’s parked south of the SP depot 
about a quarter mile down the 
tracks, just before and east of 
the Santa Fe crossing and inter- 
change. Engine goes to work at 
8 a.m. daily except Sunday and 
returns in late afternoon. 

Jamestown is the shops and 
roundhouse of the Sierra RR. Fa- 
cilities are east of town on side 
hill. Go into town, turn right at 
Shell station, then left when you 
see depot up side street. Many 
extra headlights, pilots, etc., are 
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stored alongside house for movie 
work. 

Standard is the home of Pick- 
ering Lumber Co. Continue four 
miles east of Sonora on highway 
108 to Standard turnoff on the 
right. Park auto near RR cross- 
ing and walk down the tracks, 
around the mill pond to engine 
shops. Big Shays and Heislers 
work out of here, with over 65 
miles of railroad. 


Continue through Standard twp 
miles to county road, turn left 
and Tuolumne is the next stop, 
home of the West Side Lumber 
Co., operators of more than 50 
miles of 3-foot gauge, with the 
heaviest narrow gauge Shays in 
the world. Railroad facilities are 
spread between the mill and the 
mill pond. They also operate a 
narrow gauge Heisler on standard 
gauge trucks as a mill switcher. 

If travelling to Yosemite, de- 
tour through Coulterville and see 
the Merced Gold Mining two-foot 
gauge engine and car on display 
in the center of town. 

While going north from the 
Sonora area on highway 49 a stop 
can be made at Martell between 
Jackson and Sutter Creek. The 
Amador Central is now diesel 
powered but in the engine shed 
at the east end of the line there 
remains No. 7, built as McCloud 
River 8, one of the very first 
2--6-2’s built. 

Diamond Springs is next, and 
this will be the last year for the 
Diamond & Caldor. Already por- 
tions in the woods have been torn 
up. Railroad facilities are near 
the mill to the northwest of high- 
way 49. Turn left in town. This 
is the only other three-foot gauge 
logging line left in California, 


and it’s going. Operated by Shays. 

Placerville is the western term- 
inus of the Camino Placerville & 
Lake Tahoe. Shay power usually 





is at SP depot about noon time, 
but in mid-summer the road will 
start using a diesel. 

Camino is seven miles east of 
Placerville on highway 50 and is 
the other terminus of the CP&LT 
where the spare Shay is kept. On 
display at the Michigan-Califor- 
nia Lumber Co. office are three 
narrow-gauge éngines from their 
former logging operations. 

A stop at Roseville is worth- 
while. Power is stationed here by 
the SP for operation in four di- 
rections. 

Oroville has a WP engine house 
and Kaiser Rock quarry. Ap- 
proach on highway 24 from 
Marysville. A few miles west of 
Oroville is the rock quarry amidst 
tailings of former gold dredges. 
Facilities are on north side of 
road, and consist of steam cranes 
and two former Santa Cruz Port- 


land Cement Co. 0-4-0T’s. Leave > 


quarry, cross highway and follow 
secondary road east to arrive at 
WP facilities. 

Leave Oroville on 
Bucks Lake, 
signs at all 


road_ to 
and then follow 
intersections to 


Feather Falls. One Shay of the — 


Feather River Railway is kept at 
the mill, with an 0-6-0T out of 
service across the mill pond. Con- 


tinue through town, taking signs — 


to Camp 1, also known as Rogers- 
ville, shops for FRRy. Three 
more Shays here, two at shops, 
one quarter mile on line back 


toward Feather Falls in storage. f 


Stirling City is end of SP 


branch east out of Chico. Dia- ff 
mond Match Co. has abandoned § 


their RR but engines remain for 
disposition. All are Shays. 
Loyalton, at upper end of Fea- 
ther River east of Portola, is 
home of Clover Valley Lumber, 
with a 2-6-6-2T and a 2-6-2. Rail- 
road operates north through 
Beckwourth and over the moun- 
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tain. Check schedules at Loyalton 
and follow train off hill into 
Beckwourth if possible. 


Portola is division point for WP. 


Quincy contains two points of 
interest. Quincy RR uses a diesel 
but has steam standby. Engine 
crew is very accommodating and 
will generally remove the steam 
engine for photos. At east end of 
Quincy Lumber Co. there are two 
Shays in the lumber dry yards. 
Both are out of service and sep- 
arated, so look around. 

Keddie is WP junction. 

Chester, Collins Pine Co. rail- 
roed is diesel powered. 

Westwood is mill town of Fruit 
Growers Supply, Lassen Opera- 
tions. Shops are maintained here 
as well as mill switcher. Extra 
engines are also in storage, con- 
sisting of former LV&T and 
Ocean Shore power. House is just 
south of main mill entrance on 
WP. 

Camp 10 is railroad camp for 
FGS, although inoperative at 
start of season. Four engines kept 
‘outdoors here. North of West- 
wood off road to Pittville. Keep 
eyes open for Camp 10 sign after 
15 miles north of town; turn will 
be to right, about six miles be- 
yond Westwood Junction. 


McCloud is headquarters for 
McCloud River RR. Engine house 
stocked with 2-8-2’s and 2-6-2’s, 
though most are in storage due 
to a dieselization program. More 
diesels due this fall so this may 
be near the end for steam power. 

Dunsmuir is SP railroad town. 
Lots of steam power. 

Tennant is headquarters for 
Long Bell Lumber Co. operations. 
This may be their last year of 
railroading. In storage outdoors 
are at least four locomotives 
with another four in service, all 
rod engines. 

Yreka is home of Yreka West- 


ern. Engine house is south of 
depot. Present power is two ex- 
State Belt 0-6-0’s, but they have 
purchased McCloud 19, 2-8-2, for 
delivery soon. 

Hilt is home of Fruit Growers 
Supply, Hilt Operation. Railroad 
is only used for mill switching 
with one Shay, and one Climax 
as standby. Plant is undergoing 
extensive remodeling and future 
of railroad is unknown. Hilt is 
located north of Yreka just short 
of the Oregon border. 


From here to Eureka area two 
routes exist. One is through the 
Trinity Alps and the other is into 
Oregon and over to the coast. The 
latter trip would include Medford 
Lumber Co. at Medford and Cali- 
fornia & Oregon Coast at Grants 
Pass, both in Oregon. 

Korbel is home to the Northern 
Redwood Lumber Co. and Arcata 
& Mad River, both roads using 
the same facilities. Engine house 
is adjacent to the log dump. Dur- 
ing the day A&MR power works 
the various mills along the line 
all the way to Korblex. Watch 
for the train. 

Samoa has all the steam power 
that remains of the once extensive 
Hammond Lumber operations. 
Two steam engines in house, plus 
one diesel, with no steam in use 
since excursion last year. 


Eureka is northern division 
engine terminal for NWP. Mid- 
summer is supposed to see 100 
per cent dieselization with ex- 
ception of Arcata-Samoa-Korblex 
trains. Fort Humboldt on bluff 
overlooking south Eureka east 
one block off highway 101 is 
home of early pony-type engine. 
South of Eureka a few miles at 
Bucksport is sole remaining pow- 
er of Mt. Tamalpais & Muir 
Woods, recently of Dolbeer & 


Carson, lately torn up logging 
line. 


Bucksport is reached by 





taking first road toward the bay 
south of Holmes-Eureka Lumber 
yard. 

Yager is last remaining railroad 
camp of The Pacific Lumber Co. 
with daily train leaving for Scotia 
over NWP Carlotta branch. Yager 
is reached by passing east through 
Hydesville on Carlotta road, then 
making left hand turn when main 
road turns right to drop off the 
bluff. A 2-8-2T with two ex-Napa 
Valley Electric coaches are kept 
at Yager. 

Scotia is mill town of TPL. Eng- 
ine house is one block west of 
highway, one block south of the 
fire station. One. 2-6-2 is used as 
a mill switcher. 

Willits is midway point for 
NWP with engine facilities. Dur- 
ing mid-day Cal-Western motor 
is at NWP depot. 

Take road from Willits to 
coast. Approximately half way 
over stop at a logging camp, 
known as Camp 20, maintained 
by Caspar Lumber Co. Up in back 


+ 





of the office and repair shed is 
an 0-4-2T, ex-Caspar 2, now the 
property of State of Calif. The 
state has built a protective roof. 

Fort Bragg has what is left of 
the Cal-Western. Only steam re- 
maining is No. 14, 2-6-2T, plus 
two diesels and three motors. Al- 
so look for 0-4-0T used in celebra- 
tions that was formerly Glen 
Blair Redwood Co. 

Caspar, though no longer with 
a railroad, still has five pieces of 
motive power in three sheds be- 
hind the office building, includ- 
ing two 2-6-6-2’s, Shay, Climax, 
and 2-6-2T, all link and pin. 

Mendocino, south of Caspar on 
the coast road, requires more ef- 
fort. Rent row boat from man at 
dock up river from highway, in- 
quire about instructions on how 
to recognize the site of the loco- 
motive at the boom about three 
miles up river, and start rowing. 
Engine will be found on the north 
bank, and is a 2-4-4T, abandoned 
in mid-30’s. 


1953 Excursion Schedule 


Annual joint picnic to Big Trees 
co-sponsored by Central Coast, 
R&LHS, Cal-Nevada and Nor-Cal 
on August 2. Information from A. 
L. Lloyd, 3533 Pasadena Dr., San 
Mateo, or J. E. Turner, 1739 
Berkeley Way, Berkeley. 

Cable Car Carnival on SF’s 
Muny Ry. on Aug. 9. Sponsored 
by BAERA, it will feature sys- 
tem cable car ride using four 
cars ending up with a ride on 
PCC of 1006-1015 series. 
Nor-Cal tour on August 16 to 





Camino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe, 
with stop at Diamond & Caldor. 
Sonora Express trip repeat by 
R&LHS over the Sierra Railroad 
on Sept. 20, originating and end- 
ing at Oakdale, using old-time 
equipment. Limited capacity. 
Central Coast picnic supper and 
operation on Billy Jones’ Wildcat 
Railroad in Los Gatos Saturday 
afternoon and evening, Sept. 26. 
Oct. 18, Cal-Nevada’s annual 
fall trip, either to Placerville or 
Oroville by Southern Pacific. 
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Ten Cotton Belt 
4-8-4's are being 

umbered into S.P. 4400's for use in San Francisco 
ute service. Cotton Belt 802, 804, 805, 807, 815, . 
7 and 818 are to be 4485-7, 4485-7 respectively. Sev- © 
are already in service on the Peninsula, 
SP. LOCOMOTIVE RETIREMENTS 










40 B5/22 253605/12 3308 B 5/14 4102S 4/21 
55B5/18 2571 8B5/12 3418 £B5/26 4118S 5/21 
67S 5/12 27728 5/12 3655 B5/1l 41k s 5/23 
5s 5/7 2775S 5/7 3668 H 5/6 4125 S 5/21 
69S 5/4 2795 S 5/7 3676 H 5/12 41288 5/12 
95S 5/12 2780S 5/h 3697 H 5/16 4137S 5/12 
12S 5/22 2813 T4/7 3705S 5/21 4138 EB 5/20 
14s 5/22 2838 H 5/5 3707 H 5/21 4322 B 5/26 
28 5/22 2856P 5/27 3708 L 4/2 4323 S 4/3 
15 B 4/8 2857 S 5/7 3723 H 5/1 4364 B 4/28 
46 S 5/7 2918 P 4/17 3728S 4/21 4387S 4/3 
57S 5/4 3229 L 5/4 3730 H 4/2 5010 S 4/21 
64 L5/5 3242 E4/13 3748 H 4/6 5017 P 5/12 
768 5/2 3250L 4/24 3751 H 4/9 5026 S 4/29 
7 B5/28 3252L 5/19 3752 H4/13 5030S 5/21 
02B5/12 32591 5/19 3760H 3/23 5032 P 5/19 
05/11 3267S 4/21 3761 H 4/27 5038S 5/21 
74B5/15 3277S 4/6 3766 H 4/16 5039 E 4/29 
517 L4/14% 3300S 4/6 3768 H 4/22 5042S 4/29 





4475 78 
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Bayshore, S-Sacramento, L-los Angeles, O-OQakland 
-Tiburon, H-Houston, P-Portland, E-El Paso _ pq wrrer 
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BAY AREA TRANSIT NEWS The Key System's holding Comp- 
any, Railway Equipment & Realty 
Company has been ordered to report as a public utility 











by the State Public Utilities Commission by August 30ti| 
The holding company owns all property and equipment us¢ 
by the Key System under lease. A court appeal is expect 
ed. --- Key System's application to abandon its A and 3 
bridge railway lines will come up for hearing July 16th 
The Bridge Authority will oppose the application, but it 
experts are expected to suggest the "shuttle" plan for 
East Bay bus terminal at 40th and San Pablo with all rm 
lines being abandoned in the East Bay and "all" busses 
being removed from the bridge. Passengers would trans 
fer at 40th & San Pablo to bridge trains. Offered in 
good faith by the State it would probably last 2 hours 
after Key had torn up the tracks. --- The Bay Area Rapii 
Trensit Authority came a step closer when the Legislat- 
ure appropriated $400,000 on a matching basis (9 Bay 

area counties will add $350,000) for engineering studie 


WESTERN PACIFIC NOTES Further appeals are holding up 

17 million dollars in dispute 
between the W.P. and its former holding company arising 
out of tax savings during reorgenization. WP. Presid 
ent F. B. Whitman has been given a new long-term contra 
calling for his services for the next 12 years. Specul 
ation that the W.P. might be interested in operating o 
a new low-level San Francisco Bay bridge has been answe 
ed by President Whitman with the statement that they we 
satisfied with present operations, but would give the 
matter serious consideration. 


SACRAMENTO NORTHERN CONSTRUCTION Construction is no 
underway on the 12, 
634-foot ballast deck structure at Arcade on the main 
line south of Sacramento. Nine firewalls will insure 
safty from fire. The project will cost $1,260,000. 
Other projects include 18,018 feet of heaver rail near 
Port Chicago, new yard trackage at Pittsburg, new track 
age at Globe and Sacramento to permit operation over th 
Western Pacific's American River bridge. This project 
will cost $128,135 . 
S.P. ABANDONS COOS BAY LOCAL The Portland-CoosBay tral 
made its last run June } 
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SHORT LINE MOTIVE POWER NOTES 


YREKA WESTERN has purchased McCLOUD RIVER engine 19, 
2-8-2, to replace its 0-6-O's, The engine has been 
shopped at McCloud prior to delivery. LONG BELL LUMB- 
ER 100, report sold to YREKA WESTERN, has not been del- 
ivered, but the deal may go through at a later date. 

ARCATA & MAD RIVER has purchased McCLOUD RIVER 23, 
2-6-2, and it will get the number 11 on the A&R. 

McCLOUD RIVER has ordered one 1200 h.p. and one 800 
hope Giesel-electrics for fall delivery and steam power 
except #26, which will be kept as stand-by, and the 
2-6-2's used by the lumber company in the woods will be 
disposed of. #3, 2-6-2, 

Former DOLBEER & CARSON LUMBER/has been given very 
extensive overhaul at the W.P. roundhouse in Stockton 
prior to its delivery to the STOCKTON TERMINAL & EAST- 
ERN where it will replace engine #1, 4-4-0. 


W.P. POWER ON GREAT NORTHERN Western Pacific diesels- 
now operate through from 











| Bieber to Klamath Falls over the Great Northern. Crews 


change at Bieber, but the power goes through. Only GN 
power is one steamer at Bieber kept as standby. A lease 
arrengenent eliminates layovers for W.P. power. 


SANTA FE NOTES Santa Fe has purchased 13 Pullmans and 
converted them into air-conditioned 
heavy weight coaches for short line service. Numbered 
1126-1138, two are assigned to #7 between Barstow and 
Qekland. The first "Super Perishable" 59-hour freight 





| between Bakersfield and Chicago ram June 3-5. A frei- 


ght collided with the southbound mail at Planada near 
Merced June 23 when the mail fouled the main line. 


L.C.L. RUNS MAKE NEWS New overnight L.C.L. service on 

the U.P. between Los Angeles 
and las Vegas has been so well received that traffic 
has increased four-fold within the first month. Union 
Pacific has now announced plans to extend service to 
Salt Lake City. 

Southern Pacific's overnight L.C.L. has added trucks 
on flats to its service. Started in Texas, the San 
Francisco-Los Angeles overnight now has P.M.T trucks on 
flats in its consist. 








NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB 

Will meet Thursday evening, July 16th at 
the Railroadians Diner just south of Third 
& Townsend Streets Depot, San Framisco, Cal. 

Wilbur C. Whittaker will provide a pro- 
gram of movies taken on his recent cross- 
country trip. Projector will be available 
for 16 m movies. 

Members are urged to bring prospective 
members and as usual guests are always 
welcome. --- See you at eight. 


TRANSIT ORTATIIN LILA 
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